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Senate Bill No. 447 

(SENATOR BAILEY, original sponsor) 

[Passed March 7, 1992; in effect ninety days from passage.] 

AN ACT to amend and reenact section thirty, article one­
e, chapter fifteen of the code of West Virginia, one 
thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, relating 
to the code of military justice; and authorizing appoint­
ment of a member of the bar of a federal court or the 
highest court of any state to serve as trial counsel or 
defense counsel at courts-martial. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia: 

That section thirty, article one-e, chapter fifteen of the 
code of West Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty­
one, as amended, be amended and reenacted to read as 
follows: 

p ART I. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE lE. CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE. 

§15-lE-30. Appointment of trial counsel and defense counsel. 

1 (a) For each general and special court-martial the 
2 authority convening the court shall appoint trial 
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3 counsel and defense counsel, and such assistants as he 
4 considers appropriate. No person who has acted as 
5 investigating officer, military judge or court member 
6 in any case shall act subsequently as trial counsel, 
7 assistant trial counsel or, unless expressly requested 
8 by the accused, as defense counsel or assistant defense 
9 counsel in the same case. No person who has acted for 

10 the prosecution shall act later in the same case for the 
11 defense, nor shall any person who has acted for the 
12 defense act later in the same case for the prosecution. 

13 (b) Any person who is appointed trial counsel or 
14 defense counsel in the case of a general or a special 
15 court-martial: 

16 (1) Shall be a person who is a member in good 
17 standing of the federal bar or the bar of any state of 
18 the United States; and 

19 (2) Shall be certified as competent to perform such 
20 duties by the state judge advocate. 








